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4 Jorius CASAR, ackusted by ambitious views as - 
So well as by motives of reſentment, having conceived the 
5 dea of ſubverting the Republic, and commenced hoftili= . _ 
ſiies, the Senate diſpatched- againſt him Pompey wih a 
numerous army, which being defeated at the famous battle 
of Pharſalia, the unfortunate Pompey fled to Alexandria in * 
Egypt, placing all the hopes of his ſafety in the friendſhip 
and gratitude of King Ptolemy, whom he had favoured on 
many occaſions. Cæſar finding the deſtruction of his rival 
a political neceſſity, purſued him into Egypt, where he no 
ſooner arrived than he was preſented with his head; Pto- 3 
. lemy having baſely murdered Pompey for the purpoſe of 4 
- Ingratiating himſelf with the Conqueror, according to the 
ſuggeſtions of his counſeHor Achilla.— At firſt Cæſar ex- 3 
preſſed, or rather pretended, the utmoſt abhorrence for te 
bloody deed, but he ſoon reconciled himſelf to a meaſure 4 
which he could not but conſider as highly conſonant to his 
intereſt, and entered into a league with the treacherous 
Monarch, until diſcovering that he entertained the fame 
85 1 perfidious deſign againſt his own perſon, he fought him in 
. the field, where it is uncertain whether he was flain or 
4 * made captive, Cæſar then placed on the throne Cleopa- 
tra, Ptolemy's ſiſter, who had engaged his affections, and 
from whom her brother had uſurped the crown of Egypt. 
On theſe well known hiſtorical facts the preſent Opera 
. is grounded; with the addition of a few fabulous incidents, 
introduced for the conveniency of the performance, ©" = 
The Opera of Giulio Ceſare in Egitto was firſt repre= _ 
5 ſented at the King's Theatre with the Muſic of Hanpver. 
in the year 1724, when the principal parts were filled by 
the celebrated Signor Sereſmo, Signor Boſchi, and Signora 
Cuxzoni.— The original, however, offering a great number 
a oft incongruities, both in the language and the conduct, ſe- _ - 3 
+ verel material alterations, have been thought abſolutely ne- ä 
: ..__ Ceſlary, to give the piece a dramatic conſiſtency, and 8 5 | ; : 3 
1 5 ſuit it to * refinement of eee . Je: 46”, 
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